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WENDELL L. WILLKIE 
President Commonwealth & Southern Corp.. who seeks solution to problem 


of the relationship of government and utilities with President Roosevelt 
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I... your breakers at Substation B open 
safely if you get a short circuit on Feeder 
1¢? What will happen if they don’t? Will those 
new factory loads change the stability of your 


system? What will happen if they dof 


These are questions your engineers must answer 
today, tomorrow, and next week just as in the 
past. But loads and other conditions change 
faster today than they did a few vears ago. Your 
standard of service is better. Your customers 
expect more service at less cost. ““What is the 
best thing to do next?” has become your question 


of the day. 


To help you get the answers, General Electric 


engineers have made available the most modern 


Filing No. 170 


WHAT WILL 





HAPPEN? 


type of network analyzer. Complicated calcu- 
lations are thus greatly simplified. New generators 
and condensers are properly located. Modern- 
ization plans are clarified. A thousand questions 
vital to your future service record are answered 
more quickly and accurately. And the results are 
sure to bring greater freedom from “trouble,” 
greater safety to workmen, and lower operating 


costs. 


This improved network analyzer is another 
example of engineering service made possible 
through your continued purchases. It 1s an extra 
value—a short cut to improved service—that you 
can obtain only through those manufacturers 
who have the facilities and personnel to do this 


kind of work. 
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Willkie Discusses Power Problems 
at Meet With President Roosevelt 


Commonwealth & Southern head spends two hours at White House 
conference with specific items not taken up — Declares he will make 
earnest endeavor to arrive at solution —MecNinch also participates 


Broad discussions relating to the 
relationships between the government 
and private utilities were undertaken 
last Tuesday afternoon between Pres- 
ident Roosevelt and Wendell L. Will- 
kie, president of Commonwealth & 
Southern Corporation. 

Opening the first conference at the 
White House between the President 
and leading utility executives in an 
effort to bring about a truce in the 
five-year feud, Mr. Willkie declared 
that he would make “an earnest en- 
deavor to arrive at some solution to 
the problem of the relationships be- 
tween the government and utilities.” 


Specific items not discussed 


The conference was the outgrowth 
of the “overture” to the industry re- 
cently made by Mr. Roosevelt when 
he declared that if the utilities would 
adopt the prudent investment theory 
of rate making and reduce power 
charges co-operation could be effected. 

Emerging from the nearly two- 
hour conference, Mr. Willkie insisted 
that specific items were not taken up. 
He declared that it was a very broad 
discussion and that rate making was 
not specifically mentioned. 

Frank R. McNinch, FCC chairman 
and former FPC chairman, also par- 
ticipated in the conference. 


Last Tuesday President Roosevelt 
transmitted to three congressional 
committees dealing with power legis- 
lation the text of a report by the New 
York State Power Authority charging 
the utility industry with “gross exag- 
geration” in estimating the cost of 
steam and hydro power. 

The House rivers and harbors com- 
mittee last week demanded that the 
“missing” War Department report on 
the seven-TVA bill be produced. Re- 
ports have been general that the docu- 
ment was suppressed by the budget 
bureau under the authority of a gen- 
eral presidential order. 

Indications this week were that the 
proposed seven-TVA bill would be 
revamped and that the new measure 
would provide for the creation of seven 
geographical planning boards. 


Attacks cost claims 


The Power Authority report at- 
tacked the claims made by F. F. Fowle, 
former consulting engineer of the 
N.E.L.A., and A. A. Potter, dean of 
Purdue School of Engineering, that 
steam generation is cheaper than hydro. 
Dean Potter wrote a section of the 
National Resources Committee’s report 
quoting Mr. Fowle’s figures. 

After the conference with Mr. Willkie 


it was stated by President Roosevelt 


that the need for utility expansion is 
from $1,250,000,000 to $1,500,000,000. 
Utility executives have placed it at 
$2,600,000,000. 

It was indicated that Mr. Roosevelt 
has not changed his attitude toward 
his power policy. He said that the 
utilities have nothing to fear, that 
power generated at government dams 
could serve only 18 per cent of the 
country. The President sought to argue 
the utilities out of their fear of ef- 
fects of government policies. 

Harry J. Bauer, president of South- 
ern California Edison, wired Mr. Mc- 
Ninch to express to the President his 
regrets that it was impossible for him 
to attend the White House conference. 


Bauer wires McNinch 


Mr. Bauer wired that “our company 
has greatly benefited by the President’s 
policy, particularly with reference to 
low cost of money, and, secondly, by 
the greater interest in the use of elec- 
tricity with national publicity as cre- 
ated in the minds of the consumers.” 
He also said that he had lived 
successfully for many years in competi- 
tion with the yardstick afforded by the 
municipally operated plants in his ter- 
ritory and has successfully met the 
competition by progressive measures, 
including adoption of historic cost for 
valuing property and lowering rates. 

. 


Metropolitan Life Purchases 
Potomac Electric Issue 


Potomac Electric Power Company 
has notified the Public Utilities Com- 
mission of the District of Columbia 
that it had entered into a contract to 
sell all of its proposed new issue of 


$5,000,000 of 34 per cent bonds to 
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Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany, New York, at par. The notice 
was the supplement to the contract 
for the issue which the company filed 
recently with the commission. The 
bonds are to be issued to make up 
the cost of improvements and better- 
ments which the company has made 
to the plant in the past. It is ex- 
pected the bonds will be issued as 
soon as the commission gives its 
formal approval. 


Power Unit Installed 
by Connecticut Utility 


Facilities for serving base loads 
economically and insuring continuity 
of energy supply through eastern Con- 
necticut have been increased by the 
recent installation of a 25,000-kw. 
Westinghouse steam turbo-generator 
at the Montville station of Connecticut 
Light & Power Company on _ the 
Thames River below Norwich. 

The new machine operates at 3,600 
r.p.m. and is a condensing unit de. 
livering its rated output in a plant 
space but little if any greater than its 
neighboring 10,000-kw., 1,800-r.p.m. 
machines require individually. 

Two new boilers and smoke-treating 
equipment for dust removal feature 
the extension. The plant is tied into 
the rest of the system by a 66-kv. single- 
circuit line running about 40 miles 
across country to Meriden. 


Niagara Hudson Power Unit 
Abandons Plans for New Plant 


Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power 
Corporation, Niagara Hudson Power 
Corporation system unit, has post- 
poned indefinitely plans for an $8,000.- 
000 steam-generating plant at Buffalo. 
Col. William Kelly, president, stated 
that “reconsideration will have to 
await a definite improvement in gen- 
eral business conditions.” 


Utilities Drop Sale Plan 


Federal Power Commission has 
adopted an order permitting the Penn- 
sylvania Electric Company and _ the 
Pennsylvania Edison Company to with- 
draw their application, filed on July 17, 
for approval of the sale and transfer 
of all the properties and franchises 
of the Pennsylvania Electric Company 
to the Pennsylvania Edison Company. 
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Power Commission Rules License 
Necessary for Yadkin River Dam 


Holds proposed $6,000,000 Aluminum Company hydro development 
in North Carolina would affect commerce — Senator Bailey assails 
ruling declaring river not navigable — Project now held uncertain 


A wedge in the extension of 
its jurisdiction over non-navigable 
streams whose waters may find their 
way into a navigable river was driven 
last week by the Federal Power Com- 
mission when it ruled that the pro- 
posed $6,000,000 power project of 
the Aluminum Company of America 
on the Yadkin River in North Caro- 
lina would affect the interest of inter- 
state or foreign commerce. 

Clyde L. Seavey, acting chairman 
of the FPC, declared that the decision 
makes possible early construction of 
the project under the “protection” of 
a commission license “issued upon 
proper application.” However, the 
ruling of the commission, it was indi- 
cated, makes uncertain the future 
course of the development, since both 
Aluminum Company and North Caro- 
lina fought against such a FPC de- 
cision. 


Assails FPC ruling 


Senator Josiah W. Bailey of North 
Carolina sharply assailed the com- 
mission’s ruling, which _ possibly 
blocks the $6,000,000 power project. 
He said that the Yadkin has never 
been navigable and that four dams 
are now below the proposed Tucker- 
town project and one above it. Sen- 
ator Bailey declared that the people 
of North Carolina wanted the Alumi- 
num Company to make the $6,000,000 
investment so that it could have addi- 
tional power in expanding its plants 
and production which would give ad- 
ditional employment. 

Stating that the power commission 
in Washington “set up some theory 
that by some remote possibility” the 
Yadkin “might be navigable,” Sena- 
tor Bailey said that the project is 
undeveloped to this day. 


Investments blocked 


“How, in the name of Heaven, do 
you expect capital to be invested 
under such circumstances?” 

Mr. Seavey pointed out that South 
Carolina urged the commission to 
take jurisdiction on the grounds that 


its industrial and commercial interest 
would be affected by the unsuper- 
vised operation of the Tuckertown 
project. 

The Peedee River, into which the 
Yadkin flows, has been little used for 
commerce, Mr. Seavey said, but added 
that it may be in the future. 


Gas Industry Plans 
Include Model Homes 


A nation-wide program to stimulate 
the equipment of new houses and the 
modernization of existing dwellings 
with gas appliances is planned by the 
gas industry in the United States and 
Canada, according to an announce- 
ment by the American Gas Associa- 
tion. 

Gas utility companies, equipment 
manufacturers and building material 
manufacturers will co-operate with 
local architects and builders to build 
or modernize homes throughout the 
country which will serve as models 
to demonstrate the use of gas for 
home heating, water heating, cooking, 
incineration and air conditioning. 

Two contests, with prizes totaling 
$23,700, will be sponsored by Arehi- 


tectural Forum. 


Utah Power & Light 
Sees Record Sales 


The Silver Jubilee electric range 
campaign of the Utah Power & Light 
Company, celebrating the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the utility, promises to 
set a new sales record, according to 
W. A. Huckins, sales manager. 

During the first ten months this year 
the sales department has reached quota 
in E.A.R. of 114.2 per cent. Rest 
dential sales totaled $45,160 during 
October, or 123.6 per cent of the 
month’s quota. 

Commercial sales for the first ten 
months reached 111.6 per cent of 
quota and other classifications we! 
also above the figures set. 
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Block Move to Subpoena Records 
of TVA In 18 Utilities Test Suit 


Federal power agency counsel says minutes of board during first three 
years were in diary form — Objects to introduction of exhibits on rate 


savings — Says Congress has power to give power away 


Arguments before the three-judge 


court in Chattanooga, in the suit 
brought by eighteen Southeastern 


power companies to test the constitu- 
tionality of the right of the TVA to 
compete with existing business, 
widened on a broad front this week. 

Counsel for the utilities sought un- 
successfully to have the court subpoena 
various correspondence and _ records 
of the TVA and its directors. The 
utilities also sought to obtain records 
of meetings of the TVA board, but 
were told by TVA Counsel Fitts that 
the minutes were not kept like those 
of a private corporation and that dur- 
ing the first three years of the TVA 
the board minutes were in diary form. 
“Everything is in them, everything 
that anybody said or thought or 
hoped.” 

Indications that the utilities would 
seek to have the court air all the 
ramifications of the TVA, as concerns 
its power program and its relations 
in inducing municipalities to pur- 


chase TVA power for resale, were 
seen in the move to have these records 
spread before the court. Utility rates 
came into arguments also, with the 
companies contending that TVA 
charges for power are unfair and, it 
is alleged, designed to destroy the 
market of the companies. 

TVA objected to the introduction 
of rate reductions made by the utili- 
ties and Mr. Fitts declared that Con- 
gress has completed discretion to 
dispose of power generated at TVA 
dams “at any price it may see fit. It 
could give away the power if it 
wanted to.” 


Indiana Cities to Continue 
Fight Against Utility Taxes 


The fight of Indiana cities owning 
municipal utilities to keep from pay- 
ing state and county taxes will con- 
tinue in spite of the refusal of the 
United States Supreme Court to hear 














~ 


. Wide World 
IN FIGHT ON TVA—Listening intently to the proceedings in Chattanooga, Tenn., of 


the injunction of eighteen Southeastern power companies against the TVA to test its 

Constitutionality to compete with private industry. Left to right—John C. Weadock, 

general counsel for Commonwealth & Southern Corporation; Newton D. Baker, former 

Secretary of War and counsel for the eighteen utilities; Wendell L. Willkie, president 

of Commonwealth & Southern. Thomas W. Martin, president of Alabama Power 
Company, is seen in the background 
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an appeal by the-city of South Bend 
against the state of Indiana and state 
taxing officials on the question. The 
Supreme Court, in dismissing the ap- 
peal, which was taken on a decision 
of the Indiana State Supreme Court, 
declared that there was no “properly 
presented substantial federal 
tion.” 

Vincent Youkey, Mayor of Crown 
Point, Ind., and executive secretary 
of the Indiana Municipal League, indi- 
cated that the league would continue 
its fight against the taxation and stated 
that there are about 235 Indiana mu- 
nicipalities operating 300 utility serv- 
ices, but declined to give any estimate 
of the tax involved. 


ques- 


Duke Power Files New 
Attack on PWA Loans 


Last week Duke Power Company 
filed with the United States Supreme 
Court a brief detailing its charges 
against the PWA, which, it argues, 
acted unconstitutionally in making a 
loan and grant to Greenwood County, 
South Carolina, for the construction 
of the Buzzard Roost hydro-electric 
power project. 

The brief attacked the entire power 
program of the Roosevelt Administra- 
tion, charging that the “yardstick” 
projects of the federal government and 
the local municipalities are intended 
“to short cut and supplant the estab- 
lished lawful method of regulating 
rates” and are designed to force rate 
reductions “whether or not they are 
legally justified.” 

The case is expected to come before 
the courts for oral arguments early in 
December and is considered of major 
importance, for it is expected to de- 
cide the constitutionality of PWA 
loans and grants for power projects. 


Tennessee Electric Power 
Extends Increase in Wages 


Wage increases which were given 
to approximately 140 employees at 
the Hales Bar plant of Tennessee 
Electric Power Company will be ex- 
tended to more than 2,300 other em- 
ployees of the company, according to 
Jo C. Guild, Jr., president. 

The 5 per cent raise will be given 
to about 2,500 of the approximately 
3,500 employees of the company, Mr. 
Guild said. 
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Carmody Opens New Drive to Cut 
Power Charges to REA Projects 


that the situation demands immediate 
attention. Rural electrification proj. 
ects cannot pay such exorbitant rates 
and live.” 

After advising Mr. Smith that man, 


: ar ° tr 
operating companies in different states th 
Ask P : : : nfl ‘ have adopted special rates for this D 
sks new president of Middle West Corporation to use influence to)... of service, Mr. Carmody de. 
break “log-jam”— Says “we never got to first base”’ with his predeces- — ¢|ared_ that only a few still refuse to " 
sor — Declares electricity for farmers is “not a passing fancy” do so. i 
“In scattered instances Middle West 
oa ' , : p subsidiaries have quoted satisfactory o 
Renewing its drive to bring about Mr. Carmody has shown consider- ” oe te 
ow ; : rates,” the REA Administrator stated. 
a reduction in rates for power sold by able anxiety in the past over power  « aii C 
: sac : ae : ; Kentucky Utilities Company went 
private utilities to REA co-operatives, rates to REA projects. He feels that ; ; Y: 
: mi ' along with an order of the Public fi 
John N. Carmody, administrator, has a rate of 1 cent a kw.-hr. is about the « ° ie : a 
: a : ; Service Commission making service | 
asked Purcell Leonard Smith, presi- tops which they should pay for power. : A 
; ; ' e : ; available to REA borrowers at approx- f 
dent of Middle West Corporation, to if they are to be a success. Any higher . 0 
ia : ei : imately 1.1 cent a kw.-hr. 
use his influence in bringing about rate, he feels, may put the govern- “as ; , re 
; The Central Illinois Public Service | 
the change, as related to his system, ment-financed power systems under , : Ww 
: png Company finally decided our plan to B 
because “we never got to first base” water. 


with Daniel C. Green, former presi- 
dent, who has resigned. 

“There are ten REA projects scat- 
tered through Texas, Kansas, Missouri 
and Oklahoma which are potential 
wholesale customers of subsidiaries of 


Submit identical rates 


Last week, in his letter to Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Carmody complained that sub- 
sidiaries of Middle West have sub- 





lend additional funds for a generating 
plant in its territory was not a bluff 
and came through with a better offer. 
Naturally, we could not abandon the 
generating plant at that late date. It 
seems a shame that a utility company 


mitted substantially identical rates. ustdinn: ii: amas “adie enc 
Middle West Corporation,’ Mr. Car- “They are way out of line with rates .. ae né te tile ode d aks , ke o 
mody wrote. “These ten projects pro- quoted under similar conditions by OS ee ee ee ee k 
; hike ; hone rates a matter of horse trading. 
pose to build 3,757 miles of rural line other companies,” he said. “They ' “ 
to serve 13,827 prospective customers. range from approximately 1.5 cents Strong power bloc a 
Every one of them has been delayed a kw.-hr. for a project which will re- Mr, Carmody counseled Mr. Smith “ 
and discouraged by the failure of quire 2,500,000 kw.-hr. a year to 1.9 eek “uliilinin: san: ts ak iy tend ke 
your subsidiary companies to provide cents a kw.-hr. for a smaller project large private utility operating or hold. ‘ 
a rate which would permit successful requiring 360,000 kw.-hr. a year. We ing companies or government officiah, 
operations.” consider these rates excessive and feel none of us can look very far into the & 
future with definite certainty.” c 
However, Mr. Carmody says, unless n 
many clear trends change, electricity P 
for farmers is not a passing fancy. e 
Power farm organizations are back of hi 
the movement. Congress has laid out a SI 
ten-year program of federal aid. He 
says that thousands of miles of line g 
are being built and more will be built. f 
“IT take it that whatever hostility any W 
private company had to the plan when f 
it was proposed has been washed out 
by experience.” t 
Mr. Carmody told Mr. Smith that M 
the REA could not reach an agreement 0 
with Mr. Green, his predecessor, and e 
explained that REA has no desire to u 
duplicate facilities. The REA Ad- 0 
ministrator expressed the hope that e 
Mr. Smith will have an opportunity to a” 
look into this question of rates and le 
use his influence to break “what P 
strikes me as an unnecessary log-ja™. P 
Mr. Carmody said that the REA did ’ 
FIFTY YEARS OLD—Edison’s personal library, laboratory and manufacturing business - wish to be forced into a ae tl 
was moved to its present location at West Orange, N. J., on Thanksgiving Day fifty where it must report to Congress t ; , 
years ago. Left as its owner last saw it, it is today a mecea for hundreds of interested additional funds should be appropr ] 
visitors weekly. The desk in the foreground was sealed a few hours after Edison’s death ated to build additional generating 
and has not been opened since plants. P 
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Consolidated Edison 
Contests NLRB Order 


On the ground that they are an in- 
trastate business, so adjudicated by 
the U. S. District Court for Southern 
District of New York in October, 
1936, and therefore not subject to the 
jurisdiction of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, and that the board ex- 
ceeded its powers and illegally at- 
tempted to exercise judicial powers, 
Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York and affiliated companies have 
filed in the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, Second Circuit, a petition 
for review of an order of the board 
requiring them to void their contracts 
with local unions of the International 


Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 


Crane Grounds Power 
Line, Causing Failure 


For the first time in the six-year 
operation of the 132,000-volt power 
loop around Indianapolis a failure of 
service resulted on November 9, when, 
at 8.44 a.m., a large crane being moved, 
“without our knowledge,” under the 
loop came in contact with a phase of 
one of the circuits, causing a ground. 

This loop of the Indianapolis Power 
{ Light Company serves as the main 
connecting artery not only between the 
main Harding Street station and other 
power plants and substations of the 
company but also as the connecting 
link with emergency tie-ins with out- 
side sources of power. 

E. G. Ralston, vice-president and 
general manager, stated that “due to 
faulty relay operations, the cause of 
which is still under investigation,” a 
failure of service in the loop resulted. 

“At the time the trouble occurred 
the Harding Street station was carry- 
ing practically our whole system load 
of 60,000 kw. Due to outside sources 
of power being interrupted at the same 
time, this load was suddenly thrown 
on the company’s older plants. More- 
over, the heavy voltage surge resulted 
in certain vital motor-driven auxil- 
laries at these plants becoming tem- 
porarily incapacitated, causing steam 
Pressure to be lost and delaying the 
immediate pick-up of our lost load. 
The heavy voltage surge also caused all 
the synchronous machines supplying 
the dic. system to be shut down, thus 
leaving this whole system to be sup- 
plied by the storage batteries for a 
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HOTPOINT PARTNERS’ MEETING—G. A. Hughes, president of Edison G. E. Appli- 
ance Company, Inc.; H. A. Pendergraph, General Electric Supply Corporation; F. M. 
Turner, Mississippi Power Company, and C. F. Moreland, Edison G. E. Appliance, at 


the recent meeting in Biloxi, 


Miss., where more than~250 sales and distribution 


executives viewed the new line of appliances 


few minutes, with resultant low voltage 
which affected some elevator operation. 

“Immediately after the system was 
first restored to normal a second faulty 
relay operation resulted, repeating to 
a large extent the whole sequence of 
trouble. Service was maintained on 
the business district’s new a.c. network 
system, together with a few other a.c. 
circuits, during the course of the diffi- 
culties without interruption. 

“Generally speaking,” Mr. Ralston 
said, “the service of remaining con- 
sumers was off a total of 25 to 30 
minutes for the two interruptions. One 
fortunate result of the occasion was 
the absence of any personal injuries 
or damage to any of the company’s 
equipment.” 


Special Taxes to Be Levied 


to Finance Power Districts 


Special taxes, ranging from 4 mill 
to 2 mills, will be levied in seven 
counties of eastern Washington in ac- 
cordance with budget requests to raise 
funds for the operation of public 
utility districts in those counties in 
1938. The taxes were requested by 
the various public utility district com- 
misioners at recent public hearings. 
The funds are being raised to defray 


initial expenses of getting the districts 
into operation in accordance with the 
District Power Bill, which was passed 
in this state in 1931. 


e 
Bars Range Sale Competition 


By a vote of 4 to 1 the Glendale 
(Calif.) City Council took action in- 
dicating it would order the municipal 
public service department to discon- 
tinue the sale of electric ranges in 
competition with privately operated 
enterprise. 

Council took action after electric 
appliance dealers threatened to circu- 
late petitions for a special election to 
decide the issue and instructed City 
Manager Ingham to work out a plan 
providing for the elimination of the 
sale of ranges by the department. The 
controversy had been before the Coun- 
cil since last July. 


Keeps Distribution System 


Maine & New Brunswick Power 
Company has refused to consider a 
proposal from the New Brunswick 
Electric Power Commission that all the 
distribution system on the Canadian 
side of the border be sold to the com- 
mission. 
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Insulated Wire Tests 
Presented by Rosch 


Current-carrying capacities as stipu- 
lated in the National Electrical Code 
are too generous, according to Samuel 
J. Rosch, manager of insulated prod- 
ucts of the Anaconda Wire & Cable 
Company. Speaking last Monday at 
a meeting at the company’s Hastings- 
on-Hudson plant, attended by more 
than 600 members of the metropolitan 
chapter of the International Associa- 
tion of Electrical Inspectors, the civil 
service forum of New York and many 
contractors, Mr. Rosch presented re- 
sults of a thorough study conducted 
on behalf of eleven wire manufacturers 
represented in N.E.M.A. 

Dr. A. E. Kennelly in his classical 
article in ELEcTRIcAL Wor.p in 1889 
established current-carrying capacities 
of rubber-insulated wire in values 
which still dominate the N.E.C. The 
recent studies show that code grade 
rubber-insulated wire operated at 
N.E.C. current values for eighteen days 
at the 60 deg. C. temperature permitted 
by A.I.E.E. deteriorated far too much. 
At 50 deg., however, the life shows 
indefinitely longer. 

On this basis, Mr. Rosch says that 
15 amp. for No. 14 may be appropriate, 
but that 400 amp. for 500,000 circ. 
mil is much too far above the 260 
amp. which produces a safe copper 
temperature of 50 deg. C. (ambient 
30 deg. C.) in three such conductors 
in a pipe. He also gave the following 
basic correction factors for Code cur- 
rent-carrying capacities at other than 
30 deg. C. ambient in order to estab- 
lish current values which will cause a 
copper temperature of 50 deg. C.—10 
degrees, 1.42; 20 degrees, 1.23; 40 
degrees, 0.71. 


Reject Municipal Plants 


Voters of Barbourville, Ky., at a 
recent election defeated a proposal to 
purchase the electric and water plants 
serving the area. 

. 


Kelvinator Holds Preview 


More than 200 household distribu- 
tors of Kelvinator division, Nash- 
Kelvinator Corporation, gathered in 
Detroit November 16 to 18 to attend 
a private preview of the 1938 Kelvina- 
tor line of electrical household ap- 
pliances. Following this factory show- 
ing of the 1938 line, previews for 
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dealers will be held in distributor ter- 
ritories throughout the United States, 
Ralph C. Cameron, Kelvinator’s sales 
manager of household appliances, 
stated. These previews are scheduled 
to be held shortly after December 1. 


e 
Acquire Utility Properties 


Control of Northeastern Water & 
Electric Corporation, which operates 
water works, gas and electric proper- 
ties located in twelve states, has 
passed from the hands of British in- 
vestors to interests closely identified 
with Associated Gas & Electric Com- 
pany. Frederick S. Burroughs and 
Sanford J. Magee, vice-presidents of 
Associated Gas & Electric, are now 
serving as directors of Northeastern 
Water & Electric. 


Gets Carondelet Franchise 


Union Electric Company of Mis- 
souri has been authorized by the state 
Public Service Commission to acquire 
the franchise of the Carondelet Elec- 
tric Light & Power Company of St. 
Louis. The Union Electric Company 
owns the common stock of the Caron- 
delet company. 


a 
Utility Tax Bill Signed 


Mayor Denton Pearsall of Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., has signed an ordi- 
nance levying a 1 per cent tax on the 
earnings of public utilities in that 
city. The ordinance is retroactive to 
July 1 and, according to officials, will 
net the city approximately $30,000 
a year. 


eelings 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
—Annual meeting, New York ee 
December 6-10. C. E. Davies, ‘satheaait 
——_ > Ra West 39th Street, New 

ork, i 


American Engineering Council—Annual 
meeting, Mayflower Hotel, are. 
D.C., January 13-15. Frederick M. 
ker, "executive secretary, 744 Scieun 
Place, Washington, D. C. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Winter convention, New York, N. Y., 


January 24- Henline, national 
secretary, 33 West 39th Street, New 
York, Zs 


Rural Group Names Officers 


At the meeting of the North Atlan- | 
tic section of the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers, held recently 
at the King Edward Hotel, Toronto., 
Canada, the following officers were’ 
elected: Chairman, H. W. Riley, New 
York State College of Agriculture: 
vice-chairman, A. A. Stone (re-elect- 
ed), New York State Institute of 
Applied Agriculture; secretary and 
treasurer, Frank Hamlin, Papec Ma- 
chine Company, Shortsville, N. Y. 


Air-Conditioning School | 


Airtemp, Inc., Dayton, Ohio, air’ 
conditioning subsidiary of Chrysler) 
Corporation, has selected a group of 
50 factory and office employees to at- 
tend the first air-conditioning school 
to be conducted by the local corpora- 
tion. The principles of air condition- 
ing and the main features of Airtemps 
products are being explained thor- 
oughly by V. Pool Black, factory serv- 


ice manager, who is the instructor. 


New Oil-Burning Boiler 


York Ice Machinery Corporation 
has announced a new oil-burning 
boiler as the initial step in the com- 
pany’s plans for a complete line of 
year-round residential air-conditioning 
equipment. 


New Westinghouse Film 


Fabrication of the mounting of the 
Mount Palomar, Calif., 200-in. tele- 
scope is described in the 16-mm. film 
“Building the World’s Largest Pre- 
cision Instrument,” available from the 
district offices of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company. 





$73,000,000 Valuation Set | 


Engineers for the Missouri Public! 
Service Commission have reported the 
cost of reproduction of the properties 
of the Kansas City Power & Light 
Company would total $73,421,034. 0! 
a $62,912,514 appraisal placed on 
property used in public service, $59.) 
006,097 was placed on its electric) 
properties, $3,624,275 on its steam) 
heat properties and $282,242 on i'"|» 
water properties. Property not used i 
public service was appraised at $10.) 


508,520. 
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Output Curve Turns Upward 


Production rises 48,000,000 kw.-hr. 
over preceding week — Increases 
lead over 1936 to 2.5 per cent 


With an output of 2,224,213,000 
kw.-hr. during the week ended No- 
vember 20 the operations of the elec- 
tric power and light industry reversed 
the downward movement of the three 
preceding weeks and gained nearly 
48,000,000 kw.-hr. over the week of 
November 13, according to statistics 
reported by the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. The rise also increased the lead 
over 1936 to 2.5 per cent, compared 
with an average of 0.7 per cent for 
the first half of the month. 

The largest regional gain over a 
year ago occurred in the Rocky 
Mountain states, where the 16.4 per 
cent increase points to a continuation 
of heightened activity in the mining 
industry. The Pacific Coast also re- 
mains well above the national average. 

In the East New England again re- 
ports operations under 1936, but the 
deficiency is smaller than it has been. 
The Central industrial area remains 
slightly under 1936, but it advanced 
compared with the week before. Prog- 
ress was general except in the South. 


Weekly Output, Millions of Kw.-Hr. 
1937 1936 1935 


Nov. 20...2,224 Nov. 14..2,170 Nev. 16..1,939 
Nov. 13...2,177 Nov. 7..2,169 Nov. 9..1,914 
Nov. 6...2,202 Oct. 31..2,176 Nov. 2..1,897 
Oct. 30...2,255 Oct. 24..2,167 Oct. 26..1,896 
Oct. 23...2,282 Oct. 17..2,170 Oct. 19..1,863 
Oct. 16...2,276 Oct. 10..2,168 Oct. 12..1,867 


Chattanooga Electric Board 
to Ask Power System Bids 


The Chattanooga electric power 
board expects to begin advertising for 
bids on the proposed $8,000,000 mu- 
nicipal electric distribution system be- 
fore the end of the year. Actual con- 
struction is expected to get under way 
around February 1, Col. Harold C. 
Fiske, chairman, declared. 

The first bids asked will be for two 
440,000-volt transmission lines from 
Chickamauga Dam and for several 
main substations in the city. 


60,000-Kw. Denmark Plant 


An electric power station with a 
capacity of 60,000 kw. will be erected 
at Kyndby, a short distance from 
Copenhagen, according to a report of 
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Region Nov. 20 Nov. 13 Nov. 6 

New England......... —45 —69 —5.9 
Middle Atlantic....... + 3.3 + 3.7 + 2.1 
Central Industrial..... —03 —1.9 —0.5 
West Central......... +1.8 +08 +1.1 
Southern States....... +0.0 +09 + 4.0 
Roo untain...... +16.4 +17.9 + 9.9 
UN SAS ska sii co +6.7 +6.6 =+11.5 
United States + 2.5 + 0.3 + 1.2 


the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
Cost of the project, to be completed 
in 1940, is placed at 17,000,000 to 
20,000,000 crowns (about 3.7 to 4.4 
million dollars). Capacity of plant 
would be doubled at a later date. 


Seeks to Build Own Plants 


Possibility of erecting state-owned 
power plants or of tapping the supply 
generated by the TVA will be in- 
vestigated by a special committee ap- 
pointed by the South Carolina Rural 
Electrification Authority. 

Governor Johnston stated a sub- 
committee composed of himself, State 
Treasurer E. P. Miller and Comptrol- 
ler-General A. J. Beattie would “get 
in touch at once with authorities in 
Washington about the possibility of 
building our own generating plants 





and also to study the practicability of 
bringing in power from the TVA 
hydro-electric development.” 


Considers New City Plant 


Mayor McVann of Peabody, Mass., 
will shortly submit to the City Coun- 
cil a report relating to a municipal 
electric plant to replace the present 
plant. The proposed new plant 
would be of 5,000 kw. capacity and 
would distribute steam as well as 
electricity. 

° 


Will Build $93,000 Line 


Tennessee Electric Power Company 
will construct a $93,000 high-tension 
power line from the substation on Leb- 
anon road to the central steam plant 
substation on First Avenue in Nash- 
ville. The lines will carry additional 
energy for commercial and residential 
consumers. 


Power: Coalition Formed 


New Brunswick Power Company, 
St. John, N. B., the New Brunswick 
Electric Power Commission and the 
Civic Hydro Commission of St. John 
have reached an agreement whereby 
the facilities of all three entities will 
be available to the others in event of 
emergencies. 

* 


Utility Option Recommended 


In connection with the recent sign- 
ing of a ten-year option to purchase 
the properties of the Northwestern 
Electric Company in Portland, Ore., 
Mayor Joseph K. Carson, Jr., recom- 
mended to City Council by letter that 
the city seek an option on the prop- 
erties of Portland General Electric 
Company. The option on Northwest- 
ern Electric Company, just signed by 
the Mayor, is the outcome of some 
months’ negotiation. 


Coaxial Cable Demonstration 


Utilization of the frequency band of 
a long coaxial cable for television cur- 
rents was demonstrated for the first 
time recently when sound motion pic- 
tures were transmitted from the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories in New York 
City to Philadelphia over a coaxial 


cable system. 
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TURBO-ALTERNATOR (6,250 kva.) 
with condenser and auxiliaries fitted 
into 20 X< 30-ft. space formerly occu- 
pied by 360-kw. cross-compound Cor- 
liss engine. Boiler and water cooling 
tower outdoors in this Tucson instal- 
lation. Unique lateral connection be- 
tween turbine and condenser 


(Whole story in next issue) 
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ELECTRICITY MINDED—Large crowds 
gathered at the recent range show and 
week of cooking schools staged in South 
Pah os ae Bend by Indiana & Michigan Electric 
rele Jee @ Company in co-operation with dealers. 
—— een In the lower picture, right to left, Pearl 
ae rks ae ee GC. West, Westinghouse; O. P. B. John- 
noe yy a pres ad son, Indiana & Michigan Electric; Mary 
ee Lowell Schwin, Hotpoint; H. W. Riley 
P ble ROT mame and Alice Noon, Indiana & Michigan 
EN * eye mem Electric; Ada A. Hiller, director of 
bak Ps ote ss nr ae school home economics, South Bend, 

i APA BP gi 


a res 
PRY hots and Mrs. Pearl Hafstrom, director home 


r bose, \4 
aL ae economics, South Bend Tribune \ 
i WY F fl Le se y 
BY re ie Fuss a HIGH VOLTAGE —This electrostatic generator for high-voltage 
} Cs fj ) bv -" research is being installed at M.I.T., Cambridge, for a program 
Me Py es)? of atomic investigation. 


A maximum of about 7,000,000 volts can 
be attained in the sphere gap discharge 
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EDISON LIGHT—This giant electric bulb, di to bi 
the first circular cast job in the glass industrygis 14 ft 
high and will surmount the $100,000 Edison Kemoria 
Tower at Menlo Park, N. J., in commemorfing th: 
invention of the incandescent electric light Built by 
Corning Glass Works, it took eight months to fomplete 
Over 6,000 lb. of amber-tinted pyrex glass wa: ted ove: 





a steel skeleton weighing 3 tons 


oe 


THROUGH THE FIELD—Lining up the /@ds on 
large d.c. armature in Schenectady Works @ Gener: 
Electric Company as work goes forward to meg demanc 

of industry 












NEW STEAM STATION—This new 
25,000-kw. steam turbo-generator, operat- 
ing at 650 Ib. and 825 deg. F., has re- 
cently been put into operation at the 
Montville station by the Connecticut 
Light & Power Company, with marked 


space economies 


ELECTRIC COOKING SCHOOL—During the demonstrations, given under the auspices of 
the Boston Post and Boston Edison Company, more than 17,000 interested women attended 
the five demonstrations. Each session was given over to a manufacturer of household equip- 
ment, including Frigidaire, General Electric, Kelvinator, Norge and Westinghouse 
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ALL ELECTRIC 
MOKING SCHOOL 
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G.E. Board Declares 
Quarterly Dividend 


A fourth quarterly dividend of $1 
a share has been declared by the board 
of directors of the General Electric 
Company, payable on December 20 to 
stockholders of record November 26. 
Seventy-five cents a share was paid for 
the final dividend in 1936. 

In accordance with the general 
profit-sharing plan of the company, 
approximately $3,700,000 will be paid 
to employees in the semi-annual pay- 
ment on or about December 20, it was 
announced by President Swope. This 
compares with $2,253,730 in the first 
half of 1937 and $2,191,000 for the 
second half of 1936. The total amount 
disbursed during the entire year 1936 
was $2,763,000. 

Further, in 1938, there will be paid 
out of the 1937 profits of the company 
2 per cent additional on the G.E. Em- 
ployees Securities Corporation 5 per 
cent bonds, which will amount to ap- 
proximately $500,000. 

At the meeting of the board James 
H. Perkins, chairman of the board of 
directors of the National City Bank 
of New York, was elected a director, to 


fill a vacancy. 
- 


Thanksgiving Proclamation 
Issued by Westinghouse 


In a Thanksgiving proclamation to 
employees and_ stockholders, issued 
this week, Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company declared 
that the company has _ prospered 
mightily during the past year and that 
it has employed more persons and 
paid higher wages than ever, before 
in its history. 

“Westinghouse is one of the few 
companies that has no gulf between 
the so-called workers and the man- 
agement,” the proclamation stated. 
**All are workers, and all are interested 
in making Westinghouse an outstand- 
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ing success. Therefore, we  confi- 


dently call upon all employees, stock- 
holders and customers of the com- 
pany to join in sincere thanksgiving 
for the blessings which we have all 
enjoyed this year.” 


Manufacturers Issue 
Earnings Statements 


Among the electrical manufacturing 
companies which have recently issued 
earnings reports are the following: 


Bripceport Brass—Including unconsoli- 
dated subsidiaries, nine months to September 
30: Net profit, $931,152, equal to $1 a share 
on 926,990 no-par capital shares, compared 
with $658,806, or 69 cents each on 739,592 
shares a year earlier. 

Maytac—Nine months to September 30: 
Net profit, $1,948,471, compared to $2,184,099 
last year. September quarter: Net profit, 
$643,202, against $689,064 in preceding quar- 
ter and $838,813 in September quarter last 
year. Surtax payable on nine-month income 
would be about $172,000, company stated. 
Operating results of Canadian subsidiary not 
included in statement. 

Revere Copper & Brass—Including wholly 
owned subsidiaries, nine months’ ended 
September 30: net profit, $2,277,241 after 
interest, depreciation, amortization, Federal 
income taxes and after $925,852 appropri- 
ation to metal stock reserve account. After 
dividend requirements on both classes of 
preferred stock and on the $4 convertible 
class A stock outstanding at the close of 
the period, net profit is equal to $2.11 a 
share on 521,330 shares of outstanding com- 
mon stock. No provision has been made 
for federal surtax on undistributed income. 
Nine months, 1936: net profit, $1,413,956 
after crediting $182,111 to metal stock re- 
serve account, equal after dividend require- 
ments on 7 per cent preferred and $4 class 
A stocks to 39 cents a share on 490,460 
shares of common stock then outstanding. 


Leland Increases Capacity 


Leland Electric Company has in- 
creased its production capacity approx- 
imately 20 per cent during the current 
year as a result of various additions 
and rearrangement of machinery. Con- 
veyors are now being installed in the 
motor winding department, which 
will also aid production. 


AND 


MARKETS 





Air Unit Sales 90% 
Over 1936 Period 


Reflecting the stepped-up demand 
for commercial and domestic air-con- 
ditioning equipment, sales in the first 
nine months of this year almost 
doubled those of the comparative 1936 
period, according to figures released 
by the Air Conditioning Manufac- 
turers Association. The figures for 
the nine months ended September 
were $74,036,822, against $38,947, 
104 in the similar period of 1936, a 
gain of 90 per cent. The total for the 
first nine months of 1937 exceedec 
the entire year 1936 by 48 per cent. 

Third quarter installations by mem- 
bers of the association totaled $13,- 
239,425, or 16.5 per cent higher than 
the total of $11,354,956 in the similar 
period last year, William B. Hender- 
son, executive vice-president, an- 
nounced. Installed cost of equipment 
sold by members in September 
amounted to $2,460,855, as compared 
to $2,796,016 in the correspondine 
month last year, a decrease of 11.9 
per cent. 

- 


Gives Preview in New York 


The new Hotpoint line of major 
electrical appliances for 1938 was 
shown to sales and distribution execu: 
tives of the Eastern Seaboard in New 
York City at a meeting held in the 
Pennsylvania Hotel November 22 and 
23. This Hotpoint preview is being 
directed by the Edison General Electric 
Appliance Company of Chicago, manv- 
facturer of the Hotpoint appliance 
line. 


Announce Advertising Plans 


Master Electric Company of Dayton, 
Ohio, while it has not yet completed 
its plans for the 1938 advertising 
budget, will not make any retrench- 
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ment over 1937, according to C. F. 


Bruner, advertising manager. Any 
increase in next year’s budget depends 
on the company’s business for the rest 
of this year, he said. 

Leland Electric Company, also of 
Dayton, indicated a slight boost in its 
advertising budget for 1938, though 
again no definite figure has been set. 
Both companies indicated their inten- 
tion of continuing trade paper adver- 
tising. 

a 


Sit-Down Strike Suit Filed 
Against Insurance Firms 


Claims for $243,400 have been filed 
against seven insurance companies 
for losses charged to a 70-day sit- 
down strike of union employees last 
spring, a statement to stockholders 
of Emerson Electric Manufacturing 
Company has disclosed. In the state- 
ment Joseph Newman, president, said 
the claims were filed as a matter of 
protection and not to convey the 
idea there was a probability of recover- 
ing from the insurance companies, 
which have denied liability. 

An attorney explained the claims 
were filed on fire insurance policies 
which carried riders designed to pro- 
tect the company’s “use and occu- 
pancy” of its property in the event 
of vandalism, malicious mischief, riot 
or civil commotion. The courts have 
never decided whether or not these 
provisions covered sit-down strikes, 


he said. 


Blaw-Knox Combines Units 


William P. Witherow, president of 
the Blaw-Knox Company, has an- 
nounced a consolidation of all domes- 
tic subsidiaries into one corporate unit. 
The consolidation was effective No- 
vember 1. The subsidiaries affected 
are the Pittsburgh Rolls Corporation, 
Lewis Foundry & Machine Company, 
Union Steel Casting Company and 
National Alloy Steel Company. 


irene ipuaneisnenetitianiiia ieeniitncatanaaa anita 
New York Metal Prices 


Nov. 16, 1937 Nov. 23, 1937 


Cents per Cents per 
Pound Pound 

Copper electrolytic. ..... 11.00* 11.00* 
a Am. 8. & R. price. . 5.00 5.00 
Mmony paetithe saawe ss 16.00 15.50 
Seon ingot. ooo 35.00 35.00 
= ee 6.10 5.85 
a 45.25 41.00 
‘uminum, 99 per cent. . 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Plans are being made for a good Christmas season in sales of house- 
hold electrical appliances, with dealers and utilities featuring leaders. 
Trade in most lines continues spotty, with better volume anticipated. 
Backlog maintains production for manufacturers with pick-up 


expected next year. 


CHICAGO 


Continued recession in industrial activity 
is making serious inroads in electrical equip- 
ment sales. Reports from manufacturers 
and wholesalers show considerable decline 
in orders received during the past month. 
Up to now production of electrical equip- 
ment has been kept at a fairly high level, 
but several manufacturers have made drastic 
reductions in their schedules, some as high 
as 50 per cent. Some construction work is 
still going forward in the steel mills and 
packing plants, but at a pace one-half that 
of six weeks ago. 

Furthermore, barring some _ unforeseen 
dramatic move by the Administration which 
would quickly dissipate existing uncertainties, 
the opinion is widely held that until spring 
there will be no material change for the 
better. The capital goods industries are the 
most depressed and they are the hardest to 
revive. 

Merchandise sales are improving and 
wholesalers report seasonal pick-up in the 
demand for appliances. The outlook is good 
for the holiday trade, but beyond that no 
one will venture an opinion. However, sales 
campaigns for next year are being geared to 
take full advantage of every opportunity and 
possible business upturn. 

Electrical energy output for this district 
is running just a shade above a year ago. 
Net earnings for the Commonwealth Edison 
Company for October were 82 per cent greater 
than for the same month in 1936. Earnings 
for the ten-month period of 1937 were 54 
per cent higher than last year. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Despite a cessation in heavy electrical 
equipment buying and a sharp falling off 
in industrial supplies sales during this 
month, the present view of the electrical 
industry in this district is not a depressing 
one by any means. 

Sales of small motors in small lots con- 
tinue at a fairly steady pace; switch and 
control apparatus orders are being received 
in moderate volume. Orders for industrial 
wiring supplies are gaining; in a Lawrence 
textile mill 1,500 kw. in connected lighting 
load will be installed soon, which will equal 
the connected power load when completed. 
Commercial cooking negotiations are active 
in the Boston area, and in Rhode Island 
recent sales included complete electrical 
equipment for a diner in Cranston, aggre- 
gating 70 kw., and at Wickford a 90-kw. 
cooking installation for grill service. Are 
welding in this district has secured a place 
among the leading electrical equipment di- 
visions, with well over double last year’s 
sales volume already reached. 

Central Maine Power Company is con- 
cluding a rural construction program to- 
taling about 260 miles of line. Hudson 
(Mass.) Light and Power Department has 
purchased a 1,480-hp. Alko-Sulzer diesel 
electric generating unit. 

Merchandise sales in the Boston area are 
gathering momentum. Recently 67 refriger- 
ators were sold in the Brookline area. In 
Vermont refrigerators and water heaters 
have attained the sales volume quotas set 
for 1937; ranges are selling well. 


In view of a sharp decline in industrial 
power sales, many utilities in this section 
point to a continued steadiness or a mod- 
erate increase in residential use of energy. 


NEW YORK 


Business continues unsettled in this sec- 
tion with trade spotty. The persistent de- 
cline in security prices has not only dried 
up possible new financing, at least for the 
time being, but has had an adverse effect on 
the business outlook. Many believe that the 
gloomy situation has been accentuated to a 
major degree because the Administration has 
failed to make itself clear as to its intentions 
toward business. It is believed that once 
Mr. Roosevelt clarifies his policy a brighter 
outlook is in prospect. 

With the approach of the Christmas season 
retailers are pushing sales of household elec- 
trical appliances. So far results have been 
promising for a good season total. Utility 
companies are co-operating in the movement 
featuring popular leaders. 

discouraging note was sounded this 
week when Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern 
Power postponed indefinitely plans to con- 
struct an $8,000,000 steam plant at Buffalo 
because of unsettled business conditions. 
The industry is hoping that President Roose- 
velt will ease federal utility restrictions 
which have blocked expansion plans. 

Manufacturers are still busy catching up 
on the backlog of orders. New orders have 
been slow, but are expected to pick up next 
year. 

While employment has declined 80,000 
during the past month, a comparison of 
employment in the combined industries sur- 
veyed in October, 1937, with October, 1936, 
shows a gain of more than 600,000 workers. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Wholesalers report steady though not im- 
proved business in their staple lines and a 
fair volume in small appliances and holiday 
goods following the first Christmas stock 
orders of September. The public’s response 
is still a problem, but dealers evidently 
have faith in it, though the season will 
evidently be a late one. Meanwhile gov- 
ernment business is very good, especially in 
REA material and power apparatus for 
large projects. 

November elections reflected prevailing 
business and individual caution in defeat 
of most considerable proposals, such as 
Salem’s defeat of proposed $600,000 court- 
house. 

Boulder power house is in the market 
for bus towers, arresters and switchyard; 
the city of Tacoma for circuit breakers; 
the city of Los Angeles for 2,000 cutouts, 
sizes 60 and 100 amp., though in general 
November has recorded a decrease in such 
southern California ordering. Government 
purchasing of heavy machinery features 
Rockv Mountain plants, such as $10,000 of 
transformers and_ switching material for 
Shoshone and $30,000 for two transformers, 
2,000 kva.; two circuit breakers, 600 amp.; 
34.500 volts, and 25 disconnect switches. 
Electrical work of San Francisco 1939 ex- 
position will be under way by March. 
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Utility Stocks Move Lower 
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Utility stocks fared better than other groups in the stock market break of last Monday, 
holding their strength well in the face of the general lower movement. “Electrical World” 
index, 28.0; previous week, 28.8; corresponding week a year ago, 37.9; 1937 high, 41.5 


Stone & Webster to 
Distribute Holdings 


Directors of Stone & Webster, Inc., 
voted this week to recommend to 
stockholders that the major portion 
of the corporation’s holdings of Engi- 
neers Public Service Company and 
of Sierra Pacific Power Company be 
distributed pro rata to stockholders. 

On the basis of holdings Stone & 
Webster stockholders will receive 4/5 
of a share of Engineers Public Service 
common and 1/10 share of Sierra 
Pacific Power for each share of Stone 
& Webster. 

After such distribution Stone & 
Webster would own 65,635 shares of 
Engineers Public Service common and 
4,672 shares of Sierra Pacific Power, 
which holdings, together with hold- 
ings in certain other utilities, would 
be transferred to trustees for the pur- 
pose of sale over a period of years. 

Stockholders of record December 3 
will meet on December 16 to vote on 
the plan, and if approved will be 
entitled to the distribution on or about 
December 27. 

Stone & Webster will cease to be 
a holding company after the distribu- 
tion and will continue its activities in 
the construction, investment banking 
and other fields. 


$50,000,000 Lien Held Valid 


A judgment delivered recently at 
Osgoode Hall, Toronto, by Justice 
Kingstone in an action by the Mon- 
treal Trust Company against the Abi- 
tibi Power & Paper Company found 
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that the bond mortgage for $50,000,- 
000 given by the defendant company 
to the plaintiff was a valid and first 
charge upon the assets of the de- 
fendant company. It added that the 
terms “ought to be performed and 
carried into execution.” In its peti- 
tion the trust company was joined by 


the National City Bank of New York. 


Associated Defers Interest 


Associated Gas & Electric Company, 
top holding company of the Associ- 
ated Gas & Electric System, has sus- 
pended interest payments on $49,567,- 
000 of its convertible obligations 
bearing interest rates ranging from 5 
to 7 per cent. The cause of this ac- 
tion was predicated upon an increasing 
tax burden on the company and its 
subsidiaries and reductions of rates 
throughout the system’s territory. For 
a year the company has been paying 
the interest on the obligations in the 
form of scrip redeemable in 1941. 

By this method all arrears on the 
issues were paid up, and on June 1, 
last, a five-year 4 per cent interest- 
bearing scrip payment was made. The 
company’s net income for the twelve 
months ended September 30 was ap- 
proximately $2,000,000 less than for 
the twelve months to September 30, 
1936. Taxes increased 39.6 per cent. 


Pacific Utilities to Merge 


Coast Counties Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, an operating subsidiary of the 
Pacific Public Service Company, will 
absorb the Natural Gas Company of 


California, another Pacific Public 
Service subsidiary, under terms of a 
plan approved by the California Rail- 
road Commission. Stockholders have 
been called for a special meeting on 
December 1 to ratify the proposal. 


$8,700,000 Offerings 
Registered with SEC 


Statement has been filed by the 
Mountain States Power Company, Al- 
bany, Ore., with the SEC covering $8,- 
000,000 of first mortgage 6 per cent 
bonds, series due on December 1, 
1942, and $700,000 of 4 and 5 per 
cent serial notes, maturing annually 
in installments from December 1, 
1938, to December 1, 1941. Net pro- 
ceeds will be applied to the payment 
on or before maturity on January 1, 
1938, of all the company’s funded 
debt now outstanding, consisting of 
$8,182,250 of first mortgage gold 
bonds series A and B. 

SEC has made effective declarations 
filed by Peoples Light & Power Com- 
pany and a group of subsidiaries cov- 
ering securities to be issued for effect: 
ing a reorganization. 


Northern States Power Company has filed 
a declaration covering the issuance of not 
to exceed $4,000,000 of 3 per cent unse- 
cured notes under a bank credit agreement 
pursuant to which the company will pay 
an initial commitment fee of one-fourth of 
1 per cent quarterly on the $4,000,000. The 
agreement runs to December 31, 1937, but 
is automatically renewed upon payment by 
the company of an additional quarterly 
commitment fee of one-fourth of 1 per cent 
of the credit to be extended. The notes 
will be issued to certain banks (but not 
jointly) when and as funds are needed 
and will mature October 1, 1939. Proceeds 
will be used for expansion, additions or re- 
placements. Hearing has been set for 
December 6. 








Earnings Reports (Utilities) 


— 


Net Income 
1937 1986 
*The_ Detroit Edison _ 
Me. WR ea caw $10,656,837 $11,194,522 
*Pub. Serv. of N 


38,069,994 38,359,873 
13,669,650 12,442,512 


reer 
+ Columbia G. & E. and 


ee 


iE vcr imaswae umes 4,554,569 4,515,060 
tMiddle West Corp = 
and subs. .......... 1,821,847 1,285,657 
+ Northern States Pwr. 
(Minn.) and subs... 6,638,435 4,941,026 
+ West Penn Pwr. and ae 
GO, cicsranacn «sees 6,960,458 7,360,007 
+New Bedford Gas & aca 
MGeen. TR. 6 6ns0260. 1,042,168 1,048,579 
+ Penn Edison and sub. 1,038,097 = 1,065,62 
+N. Y. State Elec. & : 
BS oretieette 1,439,838 1,586,640 
Southwestern G. & EB. 1,492,495 1,363,689 


New Jersey Pwr. & +) 400 
Lt. 1,334,656 _~ 962,40: 
*Twelve months ended October 31 

+ Twelve months ended September »! 

t Nine months ended September 30 
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ELectric Heater—L. Canard & Company, 
General Estate Chambers, 136 Adderley 
Street, Cape Town, South Africa, wishes to 
contact an American manufacturer _inter- 
ested in the manufacturing and marketing 
rights in Canada for new “Sunflex” electric 
heat radiators. Heat is reflected from the 
lower reflector of this heater toward the 
top conical reflector, from which it is broad- 
cast, so to speak, in every direction. Units 
are offered in capacities from 750 to 2,000 
watts, with 8, 10 or 12-in. reflectors. Illus- 
tration shows heater as manufactured and 
marketed in Australia. 


Socket Seat—To prevent shorts which 
frequently result when certain foreign par- 
ticles enter the space between lamp base 
and socket, the Fostoria Pressed Steel Cor- 
poration, Fostoria, Ohio, has developed the 
Fostoria “Socket Seal.” This seal is a molded 
tubber collar for medium base lamps and 
fits over the open end of the socket so that 
when the bulb is inserted the socket-lamp 
union is fully protected. Lamp end of seal 
is feather-edged so seal will fit snugly around 
lamp bulb base. 


TetetoucH Macic Switcu is the name of 
a new development by Teletouch Magic 
Mirror Corporation, New York City, for 
operating action window displays or for 
controlling store window lights. When 
plugged into a convenient socket and con- 
nected to the lights or to any desired dis- 
play operated by electric current the device 
is ready for operation. As a spectator waves 
his hand “in front of the spot” the store 
windows are lighted or the display set in 
action; when he withdraws his hand the 
lights are turned off or the action stops. 


Hor Water Controt—A sealed mercury 
switch is used in the “Immersatherm,” com- 
pact hot water supply control offered by the 
Mercoid Corporation, Chicago, for use with 
steam, vapor and hot water systems employ- 
ing indirect hot water heaters. A small per- 
Manent magnet, actuated by a bimetal coil 
ina copper shell, moves toward or away from 
the stationary switch as the temperature 
rises Or falls, opening or closing the circuit. 
Two-wire system of connections is said to 
simplify installation. 


New Luminarre—Rounding out its line 
of “Commodore” luminaires, the F. W. 
Wakefield Brass Company has added a 200- 

“watt size, supplied in satin aluminum 


fnish and equipped with a 153-in. plaskon 
teflector. 


Etecrric Sotpertnc Pxiers—To its line 
of “Thermo-Grip” electric plier units, Ideal 
Commutator Dresser Company, Sycamore, 
ll, adds the No. 2 Midget type, designed 
or such jobs as soldering small lugs and 
terminals up to 150 amp., in close quarters 
*n switchboards, motors and _ generators. 
Newly designed transformer is rated at 300 
Watts for intermittent duty; secondary wind- 
ng is insulated from primary to permit 
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EQUIPMENT 


work, in emergencies, on soldering applica- 
tions on wires at voltages up to 230, ac- 


cording to the manufacturer. 
hinged at the back. 


“Louvre Lens”—Edwin F. Guth Company, 
St. Louis, announces a new molded-crystal 
and frosted-glass lens, called the “Louvre 
Lens,” for indirect lighting units as well as 
for recessed, semi-recessed or surface-type 
lighting equipment. Used with indirect light- 
ing equipment, the lens provides for the 
combination of downward and indirect light- 
ing, the maker claims. Cross ridges have 
been added to the larger size lens. 


Pliers are 


Arr-Conpitioninc Unit — Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company, Mans- 
field, Ohio, enters the residential year- 
around air-conditioning market with eight 
new “packaged” oil- or gas-fired units. While 
they are designed for year-around service, 
winter conditioning equipment may be in- 
stalled first and the summer equipment 
added later. In the illustration furnace com- 
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Teletouch Magic Switch 


partment is in the center, the condensing 
unit compartment, for summer use, on the 
left and the blower compartment, for both 
summer and winter use, on the right. 


Portaste Home F.Loop.tigut—“Variety- 
Lite” is a new portable floodlighting unit 
offered by the Benjamin Electric Manufac- 
turing Company, Des Plaines, Ill., for use in 
the home or small business establishment. 
It is mounted on a swivel bracket which 
can be shifted to any desired angle vertically 
and through a full circle vertically. Reflec- 
tor lifts off its supporting screws without 
use of tools, it is said. Both 100- and 200- 
watt sizes are available, with 8- and 10-in. 
reflectors. 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


Tuse Corrosion—“A Study of Tube Cor- 
rosion in the Marine and Power Fields” 
has just been issued by the Chase Brass 
& Copper Company, Waterbury, Conn. It 
contains practical information on condenser 
tube corrosion and its causes, together with 
the most economical and sensible remedies. 
Ferrule data, A.S.T.M. specifications and 
an interesting description of modern con- 
denser tube manufacture are also included. 


Macuininc ALuMiINuM—A completely re- 
vised edition of the booklet “Machining 
Aluminum” has been released by the Alum- 
inum Company of America, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
It contains detailed data on the machining 
of aluminum and its alloys, with discus- 
sion of general machining practice and auto- 
matic screw-machine practice. 
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Promotes Wiring Handbook 
Richard G. Slauer of the lamp divi- 


sion of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company, who is in 
large measure responsible for the sub- 
ject matter in the “Handbook of In- 
terior Wiring Design,” is traveling 
around the country discussing the con- 
tents of the book and how they can 
best be used. On Nevember 4 he was 
featured at the United Electric Light 
Company’s electrical trade show in 
Springfield, Mass. More than two hun- 
dred attended the meeting. 

On November 8 Mr. Slauer ad- 
dressed a dinner meeting of the Hudson 
Valley Electrical League, at Rifton, 
N. Y., sponsored by the Central Hud- 
son Gas & Electric Company. The 
Handbook is the cornerstone of the 
Adequate Wiring Program soon to be 
introduced to the electrical industry. 


Laboratories Form Council 


Representatives of twenty of the 
principal commercial laboratories of 
the country at a recent meeting in Chi- 
cago completed the organization of 
the American Council of Commercial 
Laboratories. One of the purposes 
of the council will be the promotion of 
the proper use of scientific’ testing 
methods for the protection and cer- 
tification of quality in advertised 
goods. 

The following officers were elected 
to serve during 1938: President, Pres- 
ton S. Millar, Electrical Testing Lab- 
oratories. New York; vice-president, 
Monroe L. Patzig, Patzig Testing Lab- 
oratories, Des Moines: secretary, D. E. 
Douty, United States Testing Company, 
Hoboken, N. J.; treasurer, A. R. Ellis. 
Pittsburg Testing Laboratory, Pitts- 


burgh, Pa. 


G.E. to Build Radio Station 


for International Service 


Permission has been granted the 
General Electric Company to erect the 
first international broadcast short-wave 
radio transmitter west of the Missis- 
sippi River, to be located at Belmont, 
Calif., and work will be started imme- 
diately on its construction. FCC has 
approved the company’s application to 
build the station and operate it on two 
short-wave frequencies now assigned to 
the company—9,530 kilocycles, or 
31.48 meters. and 15,330 kilocycles, or 
19.56 meters. 
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Or_anno, Fria—Florida Public Service 
Company, Orlando, plans remodeling and 
expanding group of five power substations 
at different points on system, including steel 
structures to replace existing station housing 
and supports, installation -of transformers, 
switchgear, voltage regulators and auxiliary 
equipment. Gross capacity will be increased 
by more than 2,500-kva. Work will be car- 
ried out early in 1938. 


Detroit, Micu.—Electromaster, Inc., 1801 
East Atwater Street, plans installation of 
motors and controls, conveyors, electric hoists 
and other equipment in new addition to stove 
and range plant. Cost close to $140.000. 
Giffels & Vallet, Inc., and L. Rossetti, Mar- 
quette Building, are architects and engineers. 


Cuatranooca, Tenn.—O. B. Andrews 
Company plans installation of motors and 
controls, conveyors and other equipment in 
new addition to paperboard mill. Cost close 
to $100,000. R. H. Hunt Company, Chat- 


tanooga Bank Building, is architect. 


CLEVELAND. On1o—Cleveland Electric II- 
luminating Company has approved plans 
for two-story addition, 44 x 57 ft., to indoor 
power substation at 8705 Harvard Avenue. 
Award for building superstructure has been 
let to Sam W. Emerson Company, 1836 Euc- 
lid Avenue, and work will begin at early 
date. Cost over $75.000. with eanipment. 
Company will also build an addition to 
power substation at 1800 Hamilton Avenue. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, receives bids 
until December 1 for electric generating 
station at Aiea Naval Reservation, Oahu, 
T. H., consisting of gasoline engine-driven 
generator units, switchboards, instruments 
and complete accessories. including gasoline 
and water tanks, and station housing (Speci- 
fications 8531). 


Hicu Pornt, N. C.—Is considering a re- 
port made by Charles T. Main, Inc., 201 
Devonshire Street, Boston, Mass., consulting 
engineer, for proposed municipal hvdro- 
electric generating nlant on Yadkin River, 
on site about 10 miles from Winston-Salem, 
including power dam, generating station of 
24.000 kw. initial capacity, power substa- 
tion and switching station, transmission line 
to city limits and power substation for dis- 
tribution at that point, and distributing 
lines. Engineer’s estimate of cost $6,000.- 
000. City has secured federal grant of 
$2.595,000 for project and additional financ- 
ing is proposed. Murray & Flood. 369 Lex- 
ington Avenue. New York, N. Y.. consult- 
ing engineers, will prepare plans for plant. 
E. M. Knox is city manager. 


Minot, N. D.—Lignite Products Corpora- 
tion of America, Inc., Minot, plans installa- 
tion of motors and controls, conveyors, elec- 
tric hoists and other equipment in new 
plant units, to replace structures destroyed 
by fire a number of weeks ago. Work will 
begin soon. Cost about $150,000. Harold 
Kempel is manager. 


Etxton, Ky.—Pennyrile Rural Electric 
Co-Operative Corporation, care of Ray W. 
Channaberry, Inc.. Realty Building, Louis- 
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ville, Ky., consulting engineer, will take bids 
soon for primary and secondary lines for 
rural electrification in part of Todd County, 
totaling about 215 miles, with outdoor power 
substations and service facilities. Fund of 
$217,000 has been secured through federal 
aid as an initial allotment for total system 
of approximately 430 miles. 


Hacerstown, Mp.—Has engaged Wood & 
Kirkpatrick, Stock Exchange Building, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., consulting engineers, to pre- 
pare plans for extensions and improvements 
in municipal electric power plant, including 
installation of new generating unit and aux- 
iliary equipment. Cost estimated at $200,- 
000. Proposed to ask bids soon. 


MeapviLLeE, Pa.—Hookless Fastener Com- 
pany plans installation of motors and con- 
trols, conveyors and other equipment in new 
additions to metal-working plant. Cost over 
$100,000. Work is scheduled to begin at 
once. W. D. Walker is president. 


Bearpstown, ILt.—United States Engineer 
Office, Post Office Building, Canal and Van 
Buren Streets, Chicago, IIl., receives bids 
until December 9 for control station, with 
electrical system, machinery and equipment 
at New LaGrange lock and dam, [Illinois 
River, near Beardstown, including control 
station structure, gasoline-electric standby 
power unit, portable lighting units, switch- 
board and instruments, lock lighting sys- 
tem transformers and regulators, incoming 
power line, electric service feeder, groundins 
system, lock lighting system, signal control 
system, navigation lighting system, electric 
tow-haulage unit, hand-operated traveling 
bridge crane and complete auxiliary equip- 
ment (Circular 52). 


Rocuester, Minn.—People’s Co-Operative 
Power Association, Rochester, J. J. Carroll, 
secretary, has plans maturing for primary 
and secondary lines for rural electrification 
system in parts of Olmsted and neighboring 
counties, totaling about 150 miles, with out- 
door power substation and service facilities. 
Bids will be asked soon. Cost close to $150.- 
000. Financing is being arranged through 
federal aid. Ellerbe & Company, First Na- 
tional Bank Building, St. Paul, Minn., are 
consulting engineers. 


AustraLta—Department of Government 
Railways, Melbourne, Victoria, receives bids 
until December 22 for a new turbo-alternator 
and auxiliary equipment for installation 
main generating station; also, at same time, 
for two boiler units and accessory apparatus 
for same plant. Until December 15, for 4 
quantity of supervisory electrical control 
equipment. State Electricity Commission. 
Melbourne, receives bids until December 21 
for a quantity of 22,000-volt, compound-fille 
switchgear and accessories; until December 
14, for quantity of like switchgear, same 
voltage. Sydney County Council, Sydney 
New South Wales, receives bids until Decem- 
ber 16 for quantity of 33,000-volt auxiliary 
switchgear for Bunnerong power station. 
Section B; also, until December 23 for qua™ 


tity of 8,000-kva. auxiliary power trans 
formers for same station, Section B. 
Execrrica. Wortn + November 27. 1937 





























